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We made it through the winter once again! Spring is just 
upon us and we have sun, warmth and fun SNCS activities to 
look forward to.   

The SNCS is trying something completely new this year 
by hosting an Arts Night that will feature storytellers, music 
and refreshments. We are hoping this new event will bring out 
many SNCS members, family and friends. 

May 17th is soon here again and we have chosen to go 
with a true and tested venue and offer dinner at Western 
Development Museum. There will be a parade and a special 
dessert. 
 In June we invite all members to come and celebrate the 
Sankthans Eve with us at Lori Morris’ acreage. We will have a 
bonfire with wiener roast, ice cream, and kubb games, and hope 
to see you there. We wish you all GOD VÅR! 
 

 
Source: https://www.pinterest.com/adroivold/flowers-of-norway/ 

1 

file:///C:/Users/Norman/Documents/Heidi/Norskole,%20SNCS/Newsletter/norwegianculturalsociety@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Norman/Documents/Heidi/Norskole,%20SNCS/Newsletter/www.saskatoon-norwegian.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pages/NorSkole/207812895913976?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


 
 

 
Some upcoming dates to put on your calendars: 

 
 

 

April 14th 
Night of Nordic Stories, Art Auction & Music 
SNCS is hosting a night of art, Nordic storytelling, 
music and refreshments to raise funds for the new 
storage trailer. 
Venue: Albert Community Centre, 610 Clarence Ave E. 
Time: 6:30 to 9:30 Tickets are $10 at the door. If you 
have questions: norwegianculturalsociety@hotmail.com 
 

April 24th to May 29th  
  Centre Mall Display, Sienna Gallery 

SNCS and NorSkole are setting up a display of 
Norwegian artifacts to promote our Norwegian school 
and Norwegian heritage. 

 
May 17th  
  17. Mai Celebration 

At Western Development Museum 
Doors open at 5:30, parade at 6:00, meal starts at 6:30 
Entertainment by the Norwegian Folk Dancers 
For tickets email norwegianculturalsociety@hotmail.com 
 

June 2nd, 3rd, 4th  
  Lefse Bee 
  At Mayfair Church. More details will follow. 
  To volunteer call Carol Bumford at 306-383-5263 or  

Email cbumford1@hotmail.com 
 
June 23rd 
  Sankthans 
  At Lori Morris, 461 Parklands Rd, Grasswood, S7T1A5 
  7 pm. Bonfire, hot dog roast, ice cream and Kubb games  
   
August 18th – 20th 
  Folkfest 
  More info to follow 
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Heritage Festival 
 

           
 

Thank you to Lori Morris, Alice Olson, Andrew Hasfjord, Pat Christensen, Jennifer Stanley and Heidi 
Sheehan for setting up, manning and taking down the SNCS display. A special thank you to Alice Olson for 
taking the opportunity to promote the Norwegian school at the end of the parade. Well done Alice! The 
Heritage festival had record attendance, and many interested visitors stopped by and admired our lovely 
Norwegian items. The children were fascinated by the trolls as usual, and some adults thought the trolls 
sure looked like a relative or two. 
 

 
 

17. mai CELEBRATION 
 

 
 
This year’s festivities will be held at Western Development Museum in the Butler Byers Century Hall. 

The doors will open at 5:30, with a parade at 6:00, followed by the meal at 6:30 pm. Emmy Neuls will be 
our MC and The Norwegian Folk Dancers will entertain us. BBQ Buffet with quarter pound burger, delicious 
salads and condiments will be on the menu, as well as a special dessert. The ticket will be $25. 

For tickets contact Emmy Neuls 306-955-7951, Lori Morris 306-244-0533, or Heidi Sheehan 306-
242-6631, or send an email to norwegianculturalsociety@hotmail.com 
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TRAILER FUND RAISING 

 

Thank you to the members who sent donations for the new and needed 
storage container for the SNCS properties. I received $2,000.00 from an 
estate and $750.00 in other donations. Not an overly large amount, but 
every little bit helps. 

I have turned the money over to our treasurer, Sharon Voyer. Any further 
donations should be directed to her. 

Thanks again to the donors so far. Sharon will be happy to receive further 
donations. 

Yours sincerely, 

Inger Anderson 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Interesting Word: 
Husbond 

 

This word is an Old Norse word for “Master of the House” and is the origin of the English word husband. 

The word “hus” means house in English, while the word “bondi” translates into “occupier and tiller of 

soil.” During the time of the Vikings the word did not always refer to Husbond as the husband but also to 

a man that had some sort of superior position and power over others. 

Source: http://mylittlenorway.com/2009/01/how-vikings-shaped-the-english-language/ 
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SNCS invites you to: 
 

 Nordic stories by 3 professional storytellers 
 Art exhibit and silent auction 
 Live music (classical piano) 
 Nordic snacks and beverages 

 

Thursday April 14th from 6:30 to 9:30 
Albert Community Centre, Upper Loft, 610 Clarence Avenue East 

Tickets $10 at the door 
 

   

See website for more information: http://saskatoon-norwegian.ca/events/ 
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Folkfest planning for the Norwegian pavilion is coming 

along and this year’s date for Folkfest is August 18th to 20th. 

The location will be the same as last year. 

Lefse bees and other food making bees will soon be 

organized, and we hope to see all our wonderful volunteers 

come out to join us! 
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ROSEMALING 
Are there any members that 

would like to help us paint the 

little wooden bridge we used at 

last year’s Folkfest? It is currently 

just plain wood and could really 

use some Norwegian flair before 

our next Folkfest. Contact Andrea 

Cameron at 306-978-8185 if you 

are interested. 

 

 
 

Call for Folkfest Food Committee 

We are in need of a group of people that 

would be interested in being part of Folkfest 

food planning, preparation and organizing. 

The Folkfest committee has decided the food 

this year will be simpler, possibly with no hot 

meal. If you wish to be part of the food group 

please call Andrea Cameron at 306-978-8185 

or andreacameron@sasktel.net. 

It would be great if those of you that have 

helped with food in the past could step 

forward and be part of the committee! 

 

mailto:andreacameron@sasktel.net
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PEPPER, by Kaare Askildt  

My first wife and I left Norway way back in 1968 to come to Canada. We settled for a while in 

Vancouver, BC, where we found jobs and I worked hard trying to get a good command of the English language. 

There was a large Asian population in Vancouver and BC’s lower mainland. Listening to the Asians speaking 

English did at times cause some confusion for me with respect to how to pronounce certain words. I’ll let you in 

on a well-known secret, that when Norskies like myself initially tried to speak English, we used to have 

problems with properly enunciating “t” and “h” when they are close together. It usually came out like a “d.” 

And of course we were confused with the letters “v” and “w.” That was a hard one because in the Norwegian 

language “w” is not pronounce as a double “u,” rather it is pronounced the same as a “v.” Like the young athlete 

sitting on a bench in the in-field during a track and field competition. An official walked up to him and asked, 

“are you a pole-vaulter?’ “No!” he replied, “I’m Norvegian, but hov did you knov that my name was Valter?”

 “Dra dit pepper’n gror!” is a saying in Norwegian which means “get lost” but translates in English to 

“go to where they grow peppers!” That is what my brothers told me after I had pranked them out in retaliation 

for the teasing they had subjected me to over the years. Of course I cannot tell my nieces and nephews that their 

fathers banned me from Norway, so it is still a secret, well sort of! In Vancouver I realized that I had indeed 

arrived in one of the places on this earth where pepper is grown. Huge farms just outside Vancouver were run 

by Asian farmers that were growing peppers to beat the band!       

 Some Asian immigrants also have problems with pronunciation of the English language, so when I went 

to talk to one of the prosperous Asian dirt farmers about peppers, we spoke a new form of Engrish eh. English. 

English is a second language for both of us, and due to our mutual accents it was much easier for us to 

understand each other. I have experienced ignorant people where English was their mother tongue, and they did 

not speak another language. They would make fun of my accent and pretend that they did not understand what I 

was trying to say by shaking their heads and walking away, but on with the story.  

There I was speaking Norse-English with my strong accent, and the conversation went something like this:  

Me in my sing song accent: “Hov are yu?” Looking around I said, “Dis looks like a big farm!”  

Farmer: “You speak funny Engrish! Where ah you flom?”  

Me: “I’m from Norvay! Is this part of Wancouwer?”  

Farmer: “No, this is Sully! How can I help you?”  

Me: “Ah, dis is Surrey! Say, can yu please shov me hov to grov peppers?”  

Farmer: “You want to glow peppels? Why you want to glow peppels?”  

Me: “My brothers told me to!”  

Farmer: “You blothels told you to? Why you blothels told you to?”  

Me: “It’s a long story!” But can you please tell me hov to grov peppers?”  

Farmer: “Why you not buy some peppels flom me?”  

Me: “OK, hov much are dey?”  

Farmer: “Tlee dolla a pound fo the gleen oh led ones, tax incruded!”  

Me: “Dat’s too expensive! I vill not pay dat much for some silly green or red peppers!”  

Farmer: “OK, OK, I’ll tlow in some callots as well! You like callots?”  

Me: “Ya I like carrots, and I’ll take de green peppers. But can you please tell me hov to grov peppers?” Farmer 

bagging my purchase and taking my money: “You need gleen thumbs to glow peppels!”  

I looked as his hands, but he had rubber gloves on so I couldn’t tell if his thumbs where green or not. 

Afterwards, whenever I came across people that had lush green gardens, I always looked to see if their thumbs 

where green! Until it dawned on me that it was just an expression! Duh!       

 It has taken me almost 50 years, but I do think that I finally got a handle on the spoken English, without 

too much of an accent. Although I still have to stop for a mini second before talking about Vinnipeg or 

Wancouwer. My wife also tells me that my Norskie accent shines through when I get upset or excited. Oh well, 

I call that having character, but others might say, “What a character!”  
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Norwegian Buhund 

The Norwegian Buhund is a spitz type dog of 
medium size. In the ancient Gokstad excavation 
in Norway, where a Viking grave from about the 
year 900 was opened, skeletons from six dogs of 
various sizes were found. They turned out to be 
the representatives of modern-day 
Buhunds. When Vikings died, their most 
cherished and necessary possessions were 
buried alongside their owners. This was to care 
for the Vikings in their afterlife. These Buhunds, 
who protected farms (bu) and herded cattle and 
sheep, were expected to continue these duties in 
the afterlife. It has been documented that these 
dogs traveled with Vikings on their many 
journeys, by sea and by land. The more refined, beautiful type we see today was nurtured in the rainy western 
coastlands of Norway where it herded sheep and guarded farms. Besides working ability, Buhunds are trained 
to aid the hearing handicapped, perform some types of police work, and they score well in obedience and 
agility trials. In olden times they hunted bear and wolf. Today they work with livestock and guard home and 
family. The Buhund is considered by many researchers to be the easiest of the spitz breeds to train due to its 
innate desire to please plus its quick learning aptitude. Its spitz independence is an asset if it has to be left 
alone for a while. The Norwegian Buhund was recognized by the Amarican Kennel Club in 2009. 

Sources: http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/norwegianbuhund.htm 
http://www.thedogfiles.com/2010/02/01/new-dogs-of-the-westminster-kennel-club/ 

 

 
 

 

There will be a Sankthans Eve gathering at 
the Morris Family’s acreage on June 23rd at 
7pm. We will honor the Norwegian 
tradition and have a bonfire with wiener 
roast. Dessert will be ice cream and if the 
mosquitos will allow it we will play kubb. 
Address: 461 Parklands Rd, Grasswood, 
S7T1A5.  

Nicolay Astrup’s Midsummer Eve Bonfire, 1915.              Please bring treats to share!  
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Norwegian School Update 

The NorSkole’s Kids had a baking 
class this month. They were very 

industrious and made Serinakaker, 
Boller (Norwegian sweet buns) and 
krumkaker, and also managed to get 
in some trampoline time and guitar 
playing. With only two students the 
kid’s class has been an intimate and 

informal affair this school year. 

 

Here is a picture of the Norwegian dance group. We 
have worked extremely hard this year learning 20 
different dances (7 of which are brand new).We are 
looking forward to the upcoming events. If you have 
an event you would like us to perform at, or if you 
would like to join the dance group please send an 
email to SaskatoonNorSkole@gmail.com .We are 
always looking for new members. Thanks, David 

 

 

NorSkole offered Beginners classes, Intermediate classes and Advanced classes for term 1 and 
term 2, and around 20 students attended the various classes on Mondays and Tuesdays. If 
you are interested in classes next fall send an email to SaskatoonNorSkole@gmail.com 
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Last but not least, we wish to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to all of you that 
donated to our new trailer.  

Marie Hartz/Louise Hartz, Alfred Hovdestad, Inger Anderson, Omar Aschim, Arlene 
Jorgenson, Sons of Norway, Joan and Karstein Thompson, Joan Mitchell, Dale and Leslie 
Hicks, Colleen and Kevin Cote, Jean Graham, Jennifer Stanley, Marilyn Bonstrom, Margaret 
Greene, Adele Rempel, Bob Fontaine, Norman Skrudland, Carla Flogan, Carole Karppinen, 
Kathrine Marshall, Heidi Sheehan 
  

With all these individual donations, and last year’s Steaknight, Høsttakkefest, Bake Sale 
and Affinity CU Community Spirit Awards we have reached a total sum of 5,653.34 and will 
soon be able to move forward with the purchase of the new trailer. 
 

 

 

The SNCS board wishes to express their 

gratitude to Inger Anderson for taking 

the initiative to send the shout-out to 

members for trailer donations. Thanks to 

Inger and all those that responded to 

Inger’s call for help we are now able to 

move ahead with the purchase and 

refurbishment of the new trailer. 

 

TUSEN TAKK INGER! 

We are very close to purchasing our new 

trailer and will soon need a lot of 

manpower when we are moving all our 

items from our old trailer to the new trailer. 

We would truly appreciate any help. 

 
Send an email to 

norwegianculturalsociety@hotmail.com  
if you have an hour or two open 
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Source: http://www.flowers-wallpapers.com/flower,snow-yellow-crocus 

 

 


